Complications of chest tubes: a focused clinical synopsis.
Chest tube placement, or tube thoracostomy, is an invasive procedure designed to evacuate air and/or fluid from the thorax, whether emergent or elective. In the placement of these devices particular attention and effort must be made to understand safe and reliable anatomic techniques and device maintenance so as to avoid serious injury to the patient. This review focuses on complications of chest tube placement, with the emphasis on patient safety and error prevention. There is a paucity of high-quality recent literature on tube thoracostomy complications. With the advent of value-driven healthcare, increasing emphasis is being placed on appropriate procedural indications, procedural safety, and patient satisfaction. Good clinical outcomes are critical to achieve and maintain in this context. Given the high volume of tube thoracostomies globally, greater awareness of potential complications and preventive strategies is needed. The authors attempt to bridge this important gap.